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1. General questions

Eligibility of Applicants

Q1. Can we participate in a consortium?

No, Applications must be submitted by a single applicant, either a natural person or a legal entity. However, if part
of the proposed activities cannot be implemented directly by the applicant, these activities may be subcontracted.
Subcontracting is allowed up to a maximum of 30% of the total project budget, and the subcontracted activities
must be clearly justified in the proposal.

Q2. Can UK-based entities participate as eligible applicants?

The iICOSHELLs Open Call follows the Horizon Europe eligibility rules. Therefore, applicants established in
countries that are listed as eligible for participation in Horizon Europe may apply (see link below).

The United Kingdom is currently considered an associated country to Horizon Europe, and UK-based entities are
therefore eligible to apply, provided they comply with all other eligibility conditions.

List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-countryparticipation_haorizon-
euratom_en.pdf

Q3. Can entities orresearchers locate outside the European Union participate
as subcontractors?

Yes, entities or individuals located outside the EU may participate as subcontractors, provided that they are
established or reside in a country that is eligible under the Horizon Europe rules. The same eligibility criteria apply
to subcontractors as to applicants with respect to country eligibility.

Q4. Is this Open Call mainly intended for farmers or can scientists also apply?

Both are eligible. According to the Guidelines for Applicants (pages 17-18), the following types of applicants may
participate in the iCOSHELLs Open Call includes:

e Landowners or land managers (e.g. farmers)
e Academic or Research organisations.

e Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).
e  Public administrations.

e Representatives of civil society (e.g. consumers, environmental NGOs).
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Q5. Can an entity that has previously collaborated with an iCOSHELLs
beneficiary apply?

Yes, in general this is allowed. The only restriction defined in the Guidelines is that entities that are Beneficiaries,
Affiliated Entities, or Associated Partners of the iCOSHELLs consortium (i.e. those included in the official project
contact list) cannot apply to the Open Call, nor can they be subcontracted. Entities that have collaborated with
iCOSHELLs partners in other contexts, but are not formally part of the consortium, may apply.

Q16. Is this Open Call limited to SMEs or any types of companies are also
eligible? If it is limited to SMEs only, what criteria are used to define an SME?

In the Guidelines for Applicants (page 18), Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) are explicitly listed as an
eligible category of applicants under this Open Call. In fact, SMEs are the only type of private company eligible to

apply.

Regarding the definition of an SME, applicants are kindly referred to the official European Commission definition,
available at the following link: SME definition - Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs

Participation Rules

Q6. Can an organisation apply to several Living Labs?
Yes. The same applicant may submit multiple proposals, provided that:

e each proposalis different, and
e each proposalis aligned with the priorities and scope of the respective Living Lab(s).

Q7. Can we submit more than one project to the same Living Lab?

Yes. An applicant may submit more than one project proposal to the same Living Lab, as long as the proposals
correspond to clearly different solutions and each proposal independently meets the eligibility and evaluation
criteria.

Q8. Can we submit the same project to more than one Living Lab?

The same project may be submitted to only one Living Lab, in order to avoid any risk of double funding. Applicants
must decide which Living Lab’s priorities best match their proposal and submit it accordingly.

If the applicant considers that the project is also aligned with, and potentially applicable to, other Living Labs, this
can be indicated in the section “Added value of the proposed prototype” and will be taken into account during the
evaluation process.
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Application submission and technical issues

Q9. Where, in the proposal template, should activities and work packages be
described?

According to the description of the section “Requirements for implementation at the LLs sites”, this is where
activities and work packages should be described.

Q10. I need to correct my submitted application. How can | proceed?

If corrections are needed, applicants should resubmit the proposal. Only the latest version submitted before the
deadline (4 February 2026 — 14:00 CET) will be considered for evaluation.

Q11. We are experiencing difficulties converting the proposal template from
PDF to Word. How can | proceed?

The proposal template was initially uploaded in PDF format by mistake. It is now available directly in Word format
on the Open Call webpage.

Q17. Different sections of the proposal template are limited to 4,000
characters. Blank spaces (between words) must be considered in this limit?

No. The section character limits do notinclude blank spaces between words. Only characters excluding spaces are
counted toward the specified limit.

Q18. Is it possible to include figures and schematics in the proposal. If so, do
figures count toward the character limits specified for each section?

Yes, it is possible to include figures and schematics in the proposal. Figures, diagrams, and images do not count
toward the character limits specified for each section. Only the text characters entered in the corresponding text
fields are counted toward the limit.

Applicants are nevertheless encouraged to ensure that any figures included are clear, relevant, and directly support
the proposed activities, as evaluators will focus primarily on the quality and clarity of the written content.
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Evaluation
Q12. Are women-led ecological innovations prioritised in the evaluation
process?

There are no additional or specific evaluation criteria that explicitly prioritise women-led or gender-focused
projects.

Intellectual Property and Use of Results
Q13. How does intellectual property work for companies developing
technologies within the project?

The ownership of intellectual property (IP) remains with the entity that develops the technology or solution.
The specific conditions regarding IP rights, access rights, and usage by the iCOSHELLs consortium and the

European Commission will be defined in the Sub-Grant Agreement signed with the selected applicants, in line with
Horizon Europe rules.

Support and available information

Q14. Will there be a document summarising the steps of the Open Call and the
webinar?

Yes. The Open Call webpage provides comprehensive reference material, including:

e The Guidelines for Applicants (available in English, Swedish, Spanish, Italian, Greek, and Bulgarian).
e Therecording and presentation of the Open Call webinar held on 17 December 2025.
e This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document, which is regularly updated.

Q15. Can applicants contact Living Lab leaders directly to request additional

information?

No. To avoid any potential conflict of interest, all questions must be submitted exclusively via the official Open Call
email address: icoshells@zabala.es. All answers are compiled in the FAQs document to ensure equal access to

information for all applicants.
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2. Financial questions

Q1. Is it mandatory to request the maximum EUR 75,000 funding?

No. Requesting the maximum amountis not mandatory. The proposed budget must be proportionate to the planned
activities and will be assessed as part of the evaluation. As stated in the Guidelines, the Budget criterion has a
weight of 1.5 in the final ranking, so clarity, justification, and cost-effectiveness are essential.

Q2. Is there a minimum budget required to be eligible?

No. There is no minimum budget threshold. Projects with a smaller budget may be funded, provided that their
technical and economic scope is aligned with the objectives of the selected Living Lab.

Q3. Is there a maximum limit for subcontracting?

Yes. Subcontracting costs may represent up to a maximum of 30% of the total project budget.

Q4. If for example, we are developing a biopesticide would you accept costs
for production of the material?

Yes, you can allocate these costs in the budget category “other goods, works and services”.

Q5. Do applicants need to include in the project budget the resources
provided by the Living Lab (e.g. personnel costs due to the collaboration with
the funded projects)?

No. The project budget should include only the costs incurred by the applicant (natural person or legal entity). Each
Living Lab will support the selected projects using its own internal resources, and these contributions must not be
included in the applicant’s project budget.

Q6. Are the costs for evaluating the effectiveness of the prototypes (e.g. lab
analyses)tobeincluded in our proposed budget (i.e. within the 75,000€), or are
the monitoring and evaluation tasks carried out by other partners in the
iCOSHELLSs project?

Yes, applicants must include in their proposed budget the costs necessary to implement their own monitoring and
evaluation activities related to the testing of the proposed prototype, within the maximum grant amount of €75,000.
Eligible monitoring-related costs may therefore include, for example, laboratory analyses, field measurements,
consumables, sensor use (declared as depreciation or cost-of-use), and personnel time directly linked to
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monitoring activities. At the same time, selected beneficiaries will be supported by the iCOSHELLs consortium and
the relevant Living Lab (LL) through coaching, harmonisation of indicators, and integration into the iCOSHELLs
monitoring framework. This support does not replace the applicant’s responsibility to budget and carry out the
monitoring activities required to validate their own prototype.

Q7. In these actions, is "subcontracting” defined as it is for overall Horizon
Europe projects (i.e. entire tasks), oris itunderstood as any type of outsourced
supporting services?

Yes, the definition for “subcontracting” is that give for the Horizon Europe Programme “contracts for goods, works
or services that are part of the action tasks”. Please find below an extract from the Annotated Grant Agreement that
defines the financial management of HE programme:

Subcontractors vs suppliers of goods, works and services

The core criterium for distinguishing between subcontracts and contracts/purchases is
whether they concern action tasks as set out in the description of the action (DoA; Annex 1 of
the Grant Agreement).

Subcontracts Purchases

Subcontracts concern the implementation | Purchases concern any other contracting

EU Grants: AGA — Annotated Grant Agreement: V2.0- 01.04.2025

of ‘action tasks’ described in Annex 1. cost (travel, equipment, goods, works and
services) that are necessary for the
beneficiaries to implement the work (can
range from big equipment to petty goods)
but do not constitute by themselves an
action task described in Annex 1.

The price for the subcontracts will be | The price for these contracts will be
declared as "Subcontracting costs’ in the | declared in one of the ‘Purchase costs’
financial statement. columns in the financial statement.

Q8. Does the subcontractor have to be identified and named in the proposal?
Or can it be selected afterwards by the LL (with a dedicated budget indicated
in the proposal)?

The subcontractor does not need to be named at proposal stage, provided that the nature of the activity, the
estimated cost, and the need for subcontracting are clearly explained.
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3. Living Labs-specific questions

Q1. Does the proposed solution need to be tested at all experimental sites of
the selected Living Lab?

No. The number and selection of experimental sites will be defined in coordination with the Living Lab leader,
depending on the nature of the prototype. In some Living Labs (e.g. GREENOMED), it is explicitly required that the
prototype is tested in at least two existing experimental sites, as stated in the Guidelines.

Q2. Can a project be tested at an experimental site that is rented or not owned
by the applicant?

In principle, prototypes are expected to be tested at existing Living Lab experimental sites. However, applicants
may propose additional experimental sites, provided that:

e They are located within the geographical scope of the relevant Living Lab, and
e Theirinclusion is duly justified.

There are no restrictions regarding ownership. The site may be owned or rented by the applicant, and rental costs
may be included in the project budget, if justified.

Q3. GREENOMED LL: According to the Guidelines “Activities must be carried
out in cooperation with the LL team, and the new prototype should be tested
on at least two of the existing experimental sites”. the two experimental sites
can be considered as these two types of crops, or whether it refers to having
two different centres, for example Palmerillas and IMIDA?

Yes, the prototype can be tested in the same area (El Ejido in Almeria and Campo de Cartagena in Murcia) as long
as, according to the Open Call guide, it is tested on at least two experimental sites

Q4. Basque LL: In order to properly define the budget, we would like to know
the schedule, dates, and locations of the planned face-to-face meetings of the
Basque Soil Health Living Lab.

The schedule and dates of the face to face meetings need to be defined according to the needs related to the
proposed solutions planning and implementation schedule. So, it must be proposed by the solution provider.

The locations of the meetings will be Bilbao and Urdaibai.
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Q5. Basque LL: We would like to know whether the urban and peri-urban soils
(Category C) are already defined within the project or if they will be defined
later together with the Living Lab in collaboration with the proposed solution.

Yes, the soils are already defined.

Q6. Basque LL: Is the Urdaibai geographical area a priority for the definition of
these urban and peri-urban soils?

Yes, itis.

Q7.Basque LL: Do data and outputs need to be mandatorily integrated into the
iCOSHELLs framework (soil indicator database), or is it sufficient that they are
compatible? Is there any technical documentation or metadata
template/required formats available for integration?

It is sufficient to be compatible.

Q8. Basque LL: Is the use of a GIS system mandatory or only recommended
when carrying out spatial mapping? Do you have a preference for a specific
platform (e.g. QGIS, ArcGIS, or a proprietary project tool)?

GIS system is recommended. No preferences for specific platform.

Q9. ITA LL: Confirm the number Living Labs involved and where precisely they
are located (we understand Franciacorta, Trentino Alto Adige, and a peri-
urban area near Milan)?

Three different areas are involved:

e Franciacorta: The two experimental sites are located in two vineyards in the municipalities of Castello di
Gussago and Adro (both next to Brescia).

e Thesitesin Trentino include:

Olive groves in the Alto Garda area around Riva del Garda

Chestnut orchards in the Arco area

Vineyards in Valle dei Laghi

o Apple orchards in various locations near Trento

O O O

e Cascina Nosedo: Off-campus site in a peri-urban area in the southeastern part of Milan.
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Q10. ITA LL: Please provide detailed information on the existing sensor
infrastructure in each location of the ITA Living Lab.

The sensor infrastructure deployed in each area is as follows:

e At Franciacorta, the experimental activities are aimed to investigate the main factors affecting soil health
related to the agronomic practices adopted for the inter-row cover crop and the irrigation of the vineyard. Thus,
for each cover crop (three different cover crops are taken into consideration), the effects on soil properties and
biodiversity are analysed considering also the effects produced by the introduction of drip irrigation of the vine
trees. lrrigation is optimally managed based on continuous soil moisture monitoring at an appropriate soil
depth. Within every site, 18 parcels are designed, with three treatments for the inter-row cover crops
(spontaneous, green manure, spontaneous with organic fertilisation), two treatments for irrigation (no
irrigation, optimized irrigation), and with three replicates for each treatment. Each parcel includes two inter-
row areas with the same cover crop, and a central vine row. In one replicate for each treatment, wire sensors
are installed next to the central row at 45 cm depth, to monitor soil water content. Two-metre wire sensors have
been chosen instead of point soil moisture sensors to avoid problems with monitoring the localised watering
provided by drippers. They can therefore be considered an important innovation in the monitoring and
management of irrigation in vineyards. These sensors are connected to a wireless control system collecting
and storing the soil moisture measurements, then used by the system to optimize the irrigation management,
through automatic control of the solenoid valves based on a soil moisture threshold. The soil properties and
biodiversity are assessed in the parcels by measuring soil bulk density, particle size distribution, water holding
capacity, soil pH, electrical conductivity, plant available macronutrients, total soil nitrogen, heavy metals, soil
organic matter, microbial biodiversity, soil respiration, QBS-ar, soil metagenome.

e No permanent sensors are installed at the Trentino sites.

e At Cascina Nosedo, we have established a monitoring system with the following instrumentation:

o Continuous Measurement Points (2 locations): Soil water content, Water potential (suction),
Temperature. Equipment: HOBO brand instruments with various sensors. Installation depth: 30
cm

o Groundwater Monitoring: 1 diver installed in a well for water table monitoring. Equipment:
Eijkelkamp brand.

Q11. SWE LL: Could you provide additional information on the 14 experimental
sites in Sweden (e.g. location, main soil types, cropping systems)?

This is an indicative list of the locations of the sites in the Swedish living lab:

e Rattvik e Enkoping

e Arboga e Sala

e Borlange e  Ekero, Svartsjo

e Fjugesta e Veberdd

e Mellerud e Dalby

e Munso e Vasteras

e Loderup e Alnarp
www.icoshells.eu
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The soil types vary from some being very sandy to others containing a high % of silt and clay. The cropping systems
are also very different between farms. Some are only producing vegetables, while some are more focused on cereal
production.

Q12. SWE LL: Could you guide us on the expected number of meetings, their
indicative locations to adequately plan travel costs?

There are two co-creation workshops every year and then we arrange some extra meetings when it is needed with
specific site owners. There are project meetings every 4-5 weeks and Me and Nargish hold an internal Swe LL
meeting every second week for the persons working more intensively with the LL (soil sampling, contact with sites,
gathering info for deliverables etc).

Q13. GREENOMED: Please specify the total surface area that a solution is
expected to cover.

The total area covered by all our experimental sites is about 32 Ha but prototypes are tested at low scale so our
recommendation is to prepare your proposal and budget according to your needs and taking into consideration the
maximum grant amount of 75000 euros.

Q14. GREENOMED: Can you give some idea of how many trips to Murcia and
other different places (if necessary) a proposal should take into
consideration?

We envisage a minimum of two per year (so far, one has been celebrated in Almeria and the other in Murcia) for co-
creation purposes.

Q15. ITA LL: The sites are located in Trentino-Alto Adige region, Franciacorta
region and in the peri-urban areas of Milan. Does the proposal have to include
the testing in all three areas, oris it possible to concentrate on one region?

The proposal can absolutely concentrate on one specific region. This is perfectly acceptable and allows for more

focused, in-depth testing. However, keep in mind that proposals demonstrating broader integration of activities
across multiple locations or objectives within the Living Lab could eventually receive higher evaluation scores.

Q16. GREENOMED: Type of plots: commercial production plots / experimental
plots / both? Are they individual plots or replicated blocks?

Both commercial production plots and experimental plots are available. Prototypes are generally tested using
replicated block designs
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Q17: Living Lab (LL) Leaders are responsible for overall coordination,
facilitation, and stakeholder engagement at the LL level, including the
organisation of Living Lab meetings, co-creation workshops, and integration
into the iCOSHELLs framework?

Living Lab (LL) Leaders are responsible for overall coordination, facilitation, and stakeholder engagement at the LL
level, including the organisation of Living Lab meetings, co-creation workshops, and integration into the iCOSHELLs
framework.

However, Open Call beneficiaries are expected to actively participate in stakeholder interaction activities relevant
to their project. This may include, depending on the Living Lab and the nature of the prototype:

e Participation in LL meetings and co-creation sessions,
e Interaction with local stakeholders (e.g. farmers, land managers, communities, or public authorities),

e Contribution to dissemination, knowledge exchange, and validation activities.
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