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OPEN CALL: PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION TEMPLATE

DOCUMENT INSTRUCTIONS

This template is to be used for the submission of proposal to the iCOSHELLs Open Call, thus, for applicants  
proposing an innovation or solution (referred to as “prototypes”) to improve soil health, which will be tested at any of 
the experimental sites already managed by the corresponding Living Lab. (please check the “Eligible activities” 
section of the Guide for Applicants to be sure that is eligible by the LL you want to join)

The structure of this template must be followed when preparing your application proposal. It has been designed to 
ensure that the important aspects of your proposal are presented in a way that will enable the experts to make an  
effective assessment against the evaluation criteria.

 Formatting conditions: Font of the body text of the proposal is Aptos. The minimum size allowed is 10 points. 
 Language:  English is the only acceptable language. Proposals submitted in any other language will not be 

evaluated.
 Applicants are required to respect the  maximum text limits specified for each section of this template. 

These  limits  are  intended  to  ensure  fairness  and  comparability  among  all  proposals.  Text  exceeding  the 
indicated limits may not be evaluated.

Please note that proposals will  be assessed based on their  submitted content only,  without consideration of 
potential improvements. Successful proposals must fully address all mandatory requirements to be eligible for 
funding. Significant content modifications will not be permitted during the grant preparation stage.

The  proposal  will  be  kept  confidential by  the  members  of  the  consortium  and  by  the  proposal  evaluators. 
Nonetheless, it is recommended not to disclose confidential or sensitive information. The access to this type of  
information could be crucial to start experiments, so iCOSHELLs will sign with the Open Call beneficiaries a sub-
grant agreement, including confidentiality clauses. 

Please erase this page and all instructions in the template (written in brown and italics in the document) and fill 
with your own data as appropriate. Names and values in this template and tables are only for explanatory purposes, 
please consult the iCOSHELLs Open Call Guide for Applicants.
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1. Prototypes: 
Innovations/Solutions to be tested 
by the LL

1.1. Description of the Innovation/Solution

Background

Provide a description of the problem to overcome or the challenges to be addressed and how the proposed solution 
goes beyond the state of the art. Previous experience related to the use of the solution/innovation (e.g. prior tests,  
conditions...) and evidence showing how the solution has proven effective in improving soil health). Where relevant,  
illustrate the advance by referring to products and services already available on the market. Refer to any patent or  
publication search carried out.

Maximum 4,000 characters

Requirements for implementation at the LLs sites

Provide a detailed description of the overall structure of your work plan defining the activities to be carried out, their  
duration, the roles involved and the expected outcomes of each activity. Indicate how testing and monitoring will be  
performed, referencing soil-health indicators where relevant.

Maximum 4,000 characters
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Potential for scalability and replicability

Describe  the  competitive  advantage  of  your  solution  versus  existing  solutions.  Outline  the  scalability  and  
replicability  potential,  including  tools  and  frameworks  for  supporting  implementation  in  different  geographic  
contexts (other Living Labs or regions) and ensuring long-term sustainability beyond the project duration.

Maximum 4,000 characters

1.2. Added value of the proposed prototype
Explain how your technological innovation/solution aligns with the Living Lab’s scope and protype categories (A, B  
or C) described in the Guide for Applicants (section 3). Moreover, explain how your prototype will contribute to the  
iCOSHELLs  goals  (e.g.  Restoring  and  protecting  soil  ecosystems;  Promoting  sustainable  land  management  
practices; Enhancing soil monitoring and data collection; Engaging citizens and stakeholders in soil stewardship...).  
You can find further details of the iCOSHELLs objectives in the project website.
Provide a detailed description of any:

 Societal,
 Environmental, and
 Economic impacts , that can be expected.

Proposals that demonstrate a strong fit with the LL objectives will score higher under the Relevance and Alignment  
criterion. 

Maximum 4,000 characters
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1.3. Risk mitigation plan
Identify potential risks (environmental,  logistical,  or socio-cultural…) associated with the test of the proposed  
solution during the project interventions to be carried out by the LL and define mitigation strategies.

Maximum 4,000 characters

1.4. Team expertise
Both for natural persons or legal entities, as single applicants of the iCOSHELLs Open Call, describe their relevant  
expertise, capacities and prior work in relation to the project implementation.

Maximum 4,000 characters
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1.5. Budget
Provide an estimation of the total cost of the project and a breakdown of costs with justification.  

Budgets will be evaluated based on coherence with activities, cost-effectiveness, and clarity of justifications. Avoid  
including profit margins. The budget must match the scope and duration of the proposed activities and respect the  
cost categories defined in the Guide for Applicants.

Below are examples of cost types that can be allocated under each cost category:
 Personnel costs: Time dedicated to the project (implementing, testing and/or demonstrating prototypes in  

iCOSHELLs’ LLs, monitoring and reporting), e.g. 200 hours at an average unit cost EUR 100/hour.
 Subcontracting: Project activities that cannot be carried out by the Open Call applicant must be allocated  

in this category. Subcontracting may cover only a limited part of the Project budget (maximum 30%). Please 
specify the subcontracted activity and justify its necessity. 

 Travel: All beneficiaries are also required to budget for travel and participation in Living Lab meetings and  
co-creation workshops. The number and location of meetings will vary between Living Labs; applicants are  
encouraged to contact iCOSHELLs@zabala.es for specific guidance.

 Equipment: e.g. sensors, monitoring devices, irrigation systems, or similar items are eligible and must be  
declared as depreciation costs, calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred and written off in  
accordance with international accounting standards and the beneficiary’s usual accounting practices.

o When the equipment is purchased specifically for the project and remains in use afterwards, only  
the depreciation corresponding to the testing period is eligible.

o When the equipment is already owned by the applicant, only the justified cost-of-use during the  
activity period may be claimed.

 Other goods, works and services: When consumable components or materials (e.g. probes, reagents,  
plant material, small parts) are used up or cannot be recovered, their full purchase cost may be eligible.  

 Indirect or overhead costs are not eligible. 

Please complete the following table (both “Estimated eligible cost” and “Justification”):
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Cost category Estimated 
Eligible Cost

Justification

Personnel costs

Subcontracting

Travel,  accommodation and 
subsistence

Equipment

Other goods, works and services

Total costs --
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2. Ethics and Security

2.1. Ethics
Complete the following table by indicating “Yes” or “No” for each field. For any affirmative answers, please specify 
the section of the project description where the ethical issue is addressed and explained.

Ethics and security issues will not directly affect the scoring, but proposals must demonstrate compliance with EU 
and national regulations to be eligible for funding.

ETHICS ISSUES TABLE
1. Human Embryonic Stem Cells and Human Embryos Project 

section
Does this activity involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)? YES   / NO 
Does this activity involve the use of human embryos? YES   / NO 
2. Humans
Does this activity involve human participants? YES   / NO 
Does  this  activity  involve  interventions  (physical  also  including  imaging 
technology, behavioural treatments, etc.) on the study participants?

YES   / NO 

Does this activity involve conducting a clinical study as defined by the Clinical 
Trial  Regulation (EU  536/2014)?  (using  pharmaceuticals,  biologicals, 
radiopharmaceuticals, or advanced therapy medicinal products)

YES   / NO 

3. Human Cells / Tissues (not covered by section 1)
Does this activity involve the use of human cells or tissues? YES   / NO 
4. Personal Data
Does this activity involve processing of personal data? YES   / NO 
Does this activity involve further processing of previously collected personal 
data (including use of preexisting data sets or sources, merging existing data 
sets)?

YES   / NO 

Is it planned to export personal data from the EU to non-EU countries? Specify 
the type of personal data and countries involved

YES   / NO 

Is it planned to import personal data from non-EU countries into the EU or from 
a non-EU country to another non-EU country? Specify the type of personal data 
and countries involved.

YES   / NO 

Does this activity involve the processing of personal data related to criminal 
convictions or offences?

YES   / NO 

5. Animals
Does this activity involve animals? YES   / NO 
6. Non-EU Countries
Will some of the activities be carried out in non-EU countries? YES   / NO 
In case non-EU countries are involved, do the activities undertaken in these 
countries raise potential ethics issues?

YES   / NO 

It is planned to use local resources (e.g. animal and/or human tissue samples, 
genetic material, live animals, human remains, materials of historical value, 
endangered fauna or flora samples, etc.)?

YES   / NO 

Is it planned to import any material (other than data) from non-EU countries 
into the EU or from a non-EU country to another non-EU country? For data 
imports, see section 4.

YES   / NO 

Is it planned to export any material (other than data) from the EU to non-EU YES   / NO 
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countries? For data exports, see section 4.
Does this activity involve  low and/or lower middle income countries, (if yes, 
detail the benefit-sharing actions planned in the self-assessment)

YES   / NO 

Could the situation in the country put the individuals taking part in the activity 
at risk?

YES   / NO 

7. Environment, Health and Safety
Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that may cause 
harm to the environment, to animals or plants (during the implementation of 
the activity or further to the use of the results, as a possible impact)?

YES   / NO 

Does this activity deal with endangered fauna and/or flora / protected areas? YES   / NO 
Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that may cause 
harm  to  humans,  including  those  performing  the  activity (during  the 
implementation of the activity or further to the use of the results, as a possible 
impact)?

YES   / NO 

8. Artificial Intelligence
Does this activity involve the development, deployment and/or use of Artificial 
Intelligence? (if  yes, detail in the self-assessment whether that could raise 
ethical concerns related to human rights and values and detail how this will be 
addressed).

YES   / NO 

9. Other Ethics Issues
Are there any other ethics issues that should be taken into consideration? YES   / NO 
I confirm that I have taken into account all ethics issues above and that, if any ethics issues apply, I will  
complete the ethics self-assessment as described in the guidelines How to Complete your Ethics Self-
Assessment

Ethics  self-assessment:  Compliance  with  ethical  principles  and  relevant 
legislations

Describe how the issue(s) identified in the ethics issues table above will be addressed in order to adhere to the  
ethical principles and what will be done to ensure that the activities are compliant with the EU/national legal and  
ethical requirements of the country or countries where the tasks are to be carried out.
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2.2. Security
SECURITY ISSUES TABLE
1. EU Classified Information (EUCI)1

Does this activity involve information and/or materials requiring protection against 
unauthorised disclosure (EUCI)?

YES   / NO 

Does this activity involve non-EU countries? YES   / NO 
2. Misuse
Does this activity have the potential for misuse of results? YES   / NO 
3. Other Security Issues
Does this activity involve information and/or materials subject to national security  
restrictions? If yes, please specify:

YES   / NO 

Are there any other security issues that should be taken into consideration? If yes, 
please specify:

YES   / NO 

1 According to the Commission Decision (EU, Euratom) 2015/444 of 13 March 2015 on the security rules for protecting EU classified information, European Union classified 
information (EUCI) means any information or material designated by an EU security classification, the unauthorised disclosure of which could cause varying degrees of prejudice 
to the interests of the European Union or of one or more of the Member States.
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