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iCOSHELLs Project Launches Open 
Call to Boost Soil Health Innovation  

27 November 2025 

The iCOSHELLs project, funded by the European Union’s Horizon Europe Programme, is pleased to 
announce the launch of its Open Call for innovative prototypes aimed at improving soil health across 
Europe. 

The iCOSHELLs initiative, part of the EU Mission “A Soil Deal for Europe”, supports the restoration of 
healthy soils by 2030. It brings together six Living Labs in the Basque Country, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, 
Spain, and Sweden, fostering co-creation among farmers, researchers, SMEs, NGOs, and public 
administrations. 

Through this Open Call, iCOSHELLs will fund and integrate new stakeholders and prototypes 
(innovative practices, technologies, or tools) to be tested in real-life conditions within the Living Labs. 
Selected applicants will become full members of the iCOSHELLs network, actively participating in co-
creation activities and solution validation for soil restoration and sustainable management. 

Each Living Lab focuses on specific regional challenges such as: 

• Soil structure and biodiversity improvement (Sweden, Italy) 
• Reduction of salinity and pollution (Spain, Greece) 
• Circular and community-driven restoration (Basque Country) 
• Sustainable viticulture and erosion control (Bulgaria) 

The Open Call will provide up to EUR 900,000 in total funding, distributed among the selected 
beneficiaries, with grants of up to EUR 75,000 per project. Successful applicants will benefit from: 

• Financial support for testing and validating innovations. 
• Access to experimental Living Labs and real-life testing environments. 
• Scientific and technical coaching from experts in soil health and circular systems. 
• Increased visibility and networking opportunities at the European level. 
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Key Dates 

• Call opening: 04 December 2025 
• Submission deadline: 04 February 2026 (14:00 CET) 
• Evaluation period: Mid-February 2026 
• Start of funded projects: April-May 2026 

Application Process 

The call is open to natural persons and legal entities including landowners, farmers, SMEs, research 
institutions, public bodies, and civil society organisations from eligible Horizon Europe countries. 

Proposals must be submitted in English through the official iCOSHELLs Open Call webpage. 

For detailed eligibility criteria, prototype categories, and application procedures, please consult the 
iCOSHELLs Open Call Guide for Applicants available on the iCOSHELLs project website in English, 
and also in the Living Lab local languages.  

In addition, an information webinar in English will be held on Wednesday 17 December at 10:00 CET. 
The goal of this webinar will be to present the Open Call, explain the application process and answer 
participants’ questions. The registration form is already available here: Webinar registration form .  

By supporting innovative prototypes in diverse environmental contexts, iCOSHELLs strengthens the 
bridge between research and practical solutions for soil restoration. The project aims to generate 
actionable knowledge, enhance soil literacy, and accelerate Europe’s transition towards sustainable 
land use. 

- ENDS - 

Contact 

Coordination: Cheryl Marie Cordeiro, RISE Research Institutes of Sweden, cheryl.marie.cordeiro@ri.se  
Communication & Media: Laura Nieto Cuervo, Greenovate! Europe, l.nieto@greenovate-europe.eu  
Open Call Main contact: Raquel Maeztu , Zabala Innovation, iCOSHELLs@zabala.es 

Keywords 

soil health, soil restoration, living labs, real-world applications, stakeholder engagement, policy, open 
call, application, research, EU funds  

Project data 

• Grant agreement ID: 101157394 
• Topic ID: HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01-08 - Co-creating solutions for soil health in Living Labs 

https://www.icoshells.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/iCOSHELLs_Open-Call_Guide-for-Applicants_EN.pdf
https://www.icoshells.eu/
https://forms.gle/z3b4qzHy2xVYpmBr8
mailto:cheryl.marie.cordeiro@ri.se
mailto:l.nieto@greenovate-europe.eu
mailto:iCOSHELLs@zabala.es
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101157394
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• EU contribution: € 11,999,872.50 
• Consortium partners: RISE RESEARCH INSTITUTES OF SWEDEN; CSCP COLLABORATING 

CENTRE ON SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION; ASOCIACION EMPRESARIAL 
CENTRO TECNOLOGICO DE LA ENERGIA Y DEL MEDIO AMBIENTE DE LA REGION DE MURCIA; 
ZABALA INNOVATION CONSULTING SA; IFAU APS; LEIBNIZ-INSTITUT FUR AGRARTECHNIK UND 
BIOOKONOMIE EV; Greenovate! Europe; ASOCIACION DE INDUSTRIAS DE CONOCIMIENTO Y 
TECNOLOGIA - GAIA - EUSKALHERRIKO EZAGUTZA ETA TEKNOLOGIA INDUSTRIEN ELKARTEA;  
Cluster of Bioeconomy and Environment of Western Macedonia (CLuBE); ISTITUTO DI STUDI 
PER L'INTEGRAZIONE DEI SISTEMI (I.S.I.S) - SOCIETA'COOPERATIVA; AGRAREN UNIVERSITET – 
PLOVDIV; UNIVERSIDAD POLITECNICA DE MADRID; AGROBIGDATE SOLUTIONS; HS KONSULT 
AB; SVERIGES LANTBRUKSUNIVERSITET; AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO SUPERIOR DE 
INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS; INSTITUTO MURCIANO DE INVESTIGACION Y DESARROLLO 
AGRARIO Y MEDIOAMBIENTAL (IMIDA); FUNDACION GRUPO CAJAMAR; ESKILARA S KOOP 
TXIKIA; EUSKAMPUS FUNDAZIOA; OBISPADO DE BILBAO; INNOVATEKBI KREA SOCIEDAD 
LIMITADA; AYUNTAMIENTO DE FORUA: ANONYMI ETAIREIA DIACHEIRISIS APORRIMMATON 
PER DYTIKIS MAKEDONIAS; PANEPISTIMIO THESSALIAS; NEA GEORGIA NEA GENIA ASTIKI MI 
KERDOSKOPIKI ETAIRIA; UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI TRENTO; COMUNE DI OPPEANO; RUMA 
S.R.L. SOCIETA BENEFIT; INNOVHUB - STAZIONI SPERIMENTALI PER L'INDUSTRIA SRL; 
CONSORZIO VOLONTARIO PER LA TUTELA DEI VINI CON DENOMINAZIONE FRANCIACORTA E 
SEBINO; POLITECNICO DI MILANO; PARCO REGIONALE DEL MINCIO; UNIVERSITA CATTOLICA 
DEL SACRO CUORE; UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO; STATENS VETERINAERMEDICINSKA 
ANSTALT; Lantbrukarnas Riksförbund; IDEELLA FORENINGEN ODLING I BALANS MED FIRMA 
ODLING I BALANS; NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY SERVICE 

• Communication Channels: Website and LinkedIn page  

https://www.icoshells.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icoshells-project/
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